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Of  especial  interest  in  the  summary  for  this  week:  Reports  an onerati on  of 
the  farm  lahor  program;  efforts  to  overcome  the  feed  shortage;  work  of  4-R 
Cluh  hoys  in'  reportin-g'-on  cotton  insect  infestation;.aact:ivities.  of  negro., 
•farrifers  in'  ’food  'production.  ■ ' ’ ■ 
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Earffi ’ lO'bor . -Though  farm  labor  program  has  met  many  major  and  Liftinor  difficul- 
ties, it  is  helping  to  meet  serious  shortage  of  hel'o  for  harvest in.g..  Great- 
est shortage  may  come  in  Seohemher  in  apple  and  tomato  harvest.  Cherry  pick- 
ing on  one '■690-a'cre  fruit  farm  in  Wayne  County  was  done  largely  by  .123  Victory 
Corps  Cadets,  many -o'f- them  college  girls.  They  performed,  e'<^ficiently . ■ ■ 

In  Cortla.nd  County,  in  mid-August,  fa.rmers  vrere  threatened  with  loss  of 
$200,  000  worth  of  beans  for  -’lack  of  pickers;  In  resnonse  to  call  for ’volun- 
teers, '40G  apprentice  seamen, 'Y-lT  students  at  Cohnell  University,  snent  a 
■Sunday  helping  to  'harvest  this  cr’op.  ’ ’ ■ ■ ;. 

To  improve  extension  urogram  f6r 'aiding'  farmers  to  find  short 'cuts  and' increase 
their  labor  efficiency,  moving  pictures,  still  pictures,  and  detailed  time 
records^were  obtained  on  different  methods  of  doing  various  fa.rm  jobs  to  sho'-r 
how  ^^rork  can  be”  done  W-ith"  least  time,  travel,  and-  effort.  Tiiey  ''^ill,  be  used 
in  variety  of  ways  as  suitable'  opportidnitie s'  occur ; ■ 

Farm  machinery. -Revised  procedure  being  followed  in- 'survey'  to.- determine  ' farm 
machinery  needs.  'B-rief  questionnaire- has  been  sent' to  ' 18, 000  mlnutemen;  ‘l4 
district-  engineers'-will  reuort  on  cohditiohs  they  have'  found;  records  will 
be-obtained  'from  ■ rat  ion' 'boards  ' showing  vrhat  machinery -was  sold  and- delivered 
in  1943  fi-nd  what  requests  were  not  filled.  Ail  these  data  will  be  combined 
and  che'cked  against  research  data'  showing  normal ’ lifetime  .of  .different-  types 
of  machinery  Returns- already  heCeived' indicate  ' that  data  showing  kind,  of 
machines  required  will 'be  most  valuable  .•  ^-'K'.jst  of' it  will.' be  additional' 
equipment  to  meet  labor  >:'hortages.  ■ Surprising  a.mo^ont  of  old  .equipment  has 
■been  repaired.  ■■  K^st'  replacements  needed 'are  for  tract  O’re  dr  avrn  m.achihes  -to 
re-ol'ace  smaller  horse-drawn  equipment.  ' ..'■  ' U 
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In  clinics  conducted- "by  Extension  about  4,300  farmers  learned  this  year  how 
to  clean,  adjust,  and  nrotect  electric  motors  from  overload.  Earm.ers  attend- 
ing brought  in  for  supervised  overhauling  about  1,100  motors  from  pump  houses, 
homes,  and  barns.  Work  will  be  continued  through  fall  and  winter. 

Potato  spray  rings. -Tcis  year,  ^0  new  potato  spray  rings  have  been  organized 
making  a total  of  8}  for  State,  Rings  take  care  of  spraying  operations  on 
more  than  21,000  acres  in  small  fields.  Aoout  tv^o-thirds  of  State's  potato 
acreage  is  in  hands  of  barge  grovfers  A<;hO  have  necessary  ma^chinery. 

Feed  situabion. -Present  recommendations  for  avoiding  sudden  liquidation  of 
livestock  are: 

1.  Cull  laying  flocks.'  About  20  percent  .pf  birds  can  be . removed  without 
i-owering  egg  production.  Cull  pullets' before  -they  go.  to  la.ying  qua.rters. 

2.  Gro'-'  more  vrinter  grains,  especially  -wheat-.'  Plow,,  early  in  August,'  if  nos- 
sible,  and  for  best  yield  sovr  wheat  a v^eek  before. .r>s,sian-fly  season.  Acre- 
age limits  have  been  removed,  and  nitrogen  fertilizer  can  be  used  on'  grain, 

3.  Cut  standing  hay  if  at  all  possible;  apoeal  for  additional  volunteers 
or  city  workers  for  help, 

4.  Pasture  unharvested  meadows  to  get  feed  and  to  rest  oerraa.nent  pastures. 

5.  Feed  grain  conservatively  to  cov's  nov;  getting  good  pasture  or  other 
.'■roughage,,. 

On  farms  v^here  barns  and  haystacks  show  abundant  • roughage  reserves,  dairymen 
-are  a.drised  .to  c.ull  only  diseased,  sterile,  and  old  covrs,.  and  to  get  as  much 
milk  .as  ooss.ible' on  roughage  feed's  alone  from  -oaorer  .prodi'icers . ■ 

lT‘itrition.-Sta.te-^''ide  hum.an  nutrition  "Drogram  is  carried  on  un'der  local  'direc- 
. tion-  of  •91-  county  a.nd  city  W^r  C'»uncil  Nutrition  Committees,  .representing 
institutions  and  agencies  that  -teach  'nutrition,  -plus  .interested  lay  oeo'ole. 
Assistant  State  home  demonstration  leader  gives-  major  attention  to  assisting 
in  organization  of  local  committees  and  interpreting  .programs  of.St-'te'' 
■Emergency .Food  Commission 

Home  demons.'b r.at ion' agents- have  b'een  aske-d' by  State  Sm.ergencx' Food  Gbmmission 
to  a.ct-  as  . coordinators  of  iviunah  nutrition,  programs ,, in  their . areas . ' "They  are 
to  serve  as  direc't  line"  of  ■ comm’anication' betw-een  commission  and  people  -'o'f' 
State,  and  clear  all  food 'arid  nutrlti-on  programs,  within  counties-  to  avoid 
: o-verlapping  and  wasteful  duplication.  In  general,  tliis  v;ill  he  done  thro'ugh 
■work  .and  pl?nning  of  nutriti'oh  c6'mmi:bteeS)  -but  .special, .responsibility  is 
_place.d..on  home  demonstration -agent's  to  :&.e.e  that  purpose  is ‘a'cc-ornplished.' 

.Emer.gency  home  demonstra.tibn' agents  being  olaced  in,  13.,u'p-St'.a-te  cities ' 'to  work 
.-S.ol.el.y  o-n  foo.ds  ^^n'd  nutrition  programs,  - including,  f.ood  .pr'eserva.t  ion  "and- Food 
Inf ormation,  S ryice  for  cons'-ura-ers. ' 'T-'-ey -vu  11  ..ba.piipaintiaed  by  county  home 
demonstra.t ion.  agents  and 'wiri-' w^ork  clos.-aly  v[ith_  city. put ri tion  committees. 

-.  Training;  school,  for  these  agents  was'' held  at- college.- of  hom.e'  economics.  'Pro- 
gram included, di scussion  of -preben-t  food,  .situation,  and-  a.djustments  homemakers 
v/ill  need  to  make  in  ma'nageme'ht  of- tim-e  .pn.d  r.es-our.aea  and  in  fa.mily  food- 
habits.  Emphasis  given  to  teaching  "me  t'kods,  including  demon  strati  an  s_^^, 
exhibits,  ra.dio  and  news'ca-oer  'oublicity.  ' 
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Labor . -In  week  ended  August  20,  more  than  yj,000  tovrn  adults,  ■ hoys,  ' and  girls 
were  report*!  hy  county  agricultural  agents  as  helping  on_  Taxa.s  farms  and 
ranches,  From  drought-stricken  area  around  Erath  County,  I3  ahle-hodied  m.en 
were  moved  to  rice  fields  in  southeast  Texas  and  their  families  taken  to 
Johnson  Coionty  for  cotton  picking,  Tv'o  truckloads  of  negro  Workers  were  re- 
cruited'in  n'ortheaat  Texas  for  work  in  rice  harvest,  and' o'thers  v/ere  to  follov^ 
for  peak  about  September  15*  Late  in  August,  labor  situation  as  it  affected 
cotton  picking' became  tighter.  In'  blacklands  area  of  central  Texas  dry  Weather 
and  high  temperatures  caused  crop  to  mature  2 to  3 weeks  earlier'  than  usual, 

In  Culf  coast,  ar’ea,  -labor  shortage  likely  vrill  not  be  relieved  until  harvest 
nears  completion'.  If ' dry,  hot  vreather  continues*,  cbtton  in  low  rolling  plains 
vdll  reach  its  peak  in  near'future.  On  accoixnt  of  inexoerience  prisoners  of 
war  thus  far  have  been  able  to  average  only  60  to  65  pounds  per  man. daily, 
which  is  too  slov;  and'' expensive  to  growers.  Townspeople,  both' adults  and 
young  folks,  are  turning  out  at  rate  of  about  l6,000  a week  io  help  harvest 
crops.  Rice  growers,  have  requested  about  3»500  Mexican,  na-tionals.  Rice  area 
at  present  is  considered  most  critical  section  in  State  with  regard  to  farm 
labor.  ' ’ . . ^ ' 

Beef  cattle, -Protein  feed  situation  continues  to  concern  ranchmen  and'feeders. 
Drought  in  most  of  State  has  caused  deterioration  of  range,  and  feed  crops 
vrill'be  seriously  curtailed.  Price  of  feeds  has  discouraged  feeders  fron,'put- 
ting  usual  number  of  cattle  into  feed  lots.  As  resrilt  of  this,  and  labor  short- 
age, many  feeders  will  attempt  to  graze  fields  and  run  cattle  on  small  grain 
rather  than  full-feed  them  at  this  time.  Since  feeder  calves  are  not  being 
contracted  by  feeders  as  in  former  years,  prices  have  dropped  from  $1  to  $2  a 
hundredweight.  Field  work  of  beef-cattle  specialists  de.voted  mostly  to  selec- 
tion of  4-H  calves  and'  helping  breeders  of  purebred  and  commercial  cattle  to 
shape  up  herds  by  culling  inferior  animals  for  marketing.  . 

Cotton. -Assistance  given  in  setting  up  co'unty-wide  cotton-improvement  .urogram 
based  oh  grade,  staple,  .and  spinning  qualities.  Money  prizes  to  be  av.rarded 
to  both  grovrer  .ahd  ginner' because  of , dual  responsibility  for  _^producing,  har- 
vesting, a-nd  handling  of  Cotton, " and" for  turning  out  good^ginning  sample  to 
maintain  quality  of  lint  . required  for  pr'oduction ‘of  wartime  ' fabrics . Eight 
.cotton  ginpers' 'meetings,  attended  by  1,750  farmers  and  gihners,  were  given 
information  on  war  needs  for  high-grade  cotton, 'and  conservation  and  care  of 
ginning  machinery.  . ' . ' . ' , ‘ - 

4-H  Club  insect  spotters. -More  than  5OO  members  of  boys'  4-R  Clubs  in  69  prin- 
cipal cotton-growing  counties  served  wartime  agriculture  this  stimmer  by  report- 
ing'on  cotton  , insect  inf estation  to  Statt 'Extension  S'  rvice.  Inspection  was 
part. of  plan  employea.,  by  Extension  to 'provide  Governmen't  officials  vrith  weekly 
reports  on  infestation  and, thereby  systematize  allocation ^of  cotton 'poisons . 

0n_ basis  of. boys ' reports,  cotton  poisons .were  distributed  to  areas  haying 
greatest ;need, ‘ "Use  of  club "boys  as  reporters  was  begun  this 'year  on  trial 
basis,,  .a.hd.  spo'b  checking  revealed  their  reports 'were  highly  accurate.  Average 
of  449  cottonfields  were  inspected  and  reported  op  each  week  in.J-qne,^  J'cly,, 
and  August.  Since  reports  showed  lighter  infestation  in  Texas  this'year  than 
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usualj  shipraentB  of  insecticides  v'ere  diverted  to  North  and  South  Carolina., 
Alahama,  and  Mississippi,  where  infestation,  Va.s  heavy.  In  recognition  of  fine 
v'ork,  Sxtensio'n  will  present  certificate  of  merit  to  each  U-H  insect  renorter. 

Rodent'  'control .—Marked  increase  this  year  in 'requests-  from;  cowi-ty  agents  for 
a S' si  stance  in  controlling  rodent  depredations  On  --growing  crops.  Ranhandle 
a.r:ea  reioorts  instances  vdiere  'orairie-  dogs-  cut  down  C-rop  oyer  or  ,5  acres- that 
■no'rmaily  uroduce  3/^  .oale  of  cotton,  - or  ,1  ten  of  .ma-i-z-e  an:'acre-,  cau#ing  -con- 
siderahle  losses.  Jack'  ra.hhits -were  menace -mainly  in  ecyhean  .and-  peanpt.  ^fields, 
where  they  destroyed  considerable  .acreage-  of  grovmng  cr-ous.  - Through' -coouera- 
tion  of  Extension  and  U.  S.  Fish  and  V/ildlife  Service,.'  sit uati'on  has  'b-een. 
brought  fahrly  well  under  control  in  mo-st  a-reas ■ v-n  

Horticulture . -Since  Texas,  ca.n  produce-  large  quantitie.S  of,  vegetable  fo-odS;  dur- 
ing winter  season,  ;-speCial  e.mphasis  is  .being-' given  to'  fa.l-l-.-  gandens.  - In  August, 
.sta.rting  point  of  fall  garden  season,  100, 000-  nevr  fall  ga.r.den-,bulleti-ns  were 
available,  in  addition  to  stories  for.  .magazines.- and  farm  publications,--  radio 
'broadcasts,  and  nev-spaper.  releases.  - Other  educationaE.a-gencie.s  and  civic 
groups  in  contact  vith'  .farm  and  city  people  are  cooperating  in  program,  -Points 
-emphasized  include  soil  nreparation,  suitable'  varie-t.ie.s:,  , early  -elanting  of 
qui ck-grov;ing  vegetables  to  mature  before  frost,  and  ulanting  of  semi.-hardy 
and  hardy  vegetables  to  vrithstand  v.mnter  temperatures.  In  winter  ge.rden  a.nd 
Rio  Grande  valley  area.s 'intensive  v.'ork  will  be  done-' to- 'increase  commercial 
truck  crops  for. ■ ship-oing  to  Northern  States -'during  v'inter  and  early-  spri-ng. 
Extra  acreage  of-  canning  crops  such  as  fa.ll'  beano.,'  beets,  English  -oeasi  .'black- 
eyed  and  cream,  .'.peas,  and  ' sp-i-'na ch , ^'ill -be  urged-... .--  - •- 


Poultry  .-Recently  '28  meetings  .-'vrere.  held  ..tP-  tra.in  county  agricultural  agents, 
vocational  '-tea-chers , and  Farm-S-ecurity.  workers  in  egg-gra-ding.-  They,  in  turn, 
are  to  .'.extend  this  informat'i on  -to- produOers-.  Reduction  of  egg  losses-  espec- 
ia-l'Ty •em'ohaslze.d'."  During  -su'"imer  months  losses  -from  fertile  eggs,  resulting 
from  blood  rings  .and  heat-  damage  amounted  .'to  3^0,000  daily  in  Stat-e.  Program 
for  oroduction  of  infertile  eggs,  given  v/ide  -oublicity,  resulted  in  marketing 
of,  large  nirmber  of  male  birds  .and -declin.e:  .-in  :;egg'  Ics-s-es.  ■ Intensive,  program 
fo.r  - feed' conservation  , car rie.d  pn  dn- -past  2 .menths-:,  . Dett-e.rs.  .sent  to  all  county 
agents',-  encouraging  .'immediate  culling  of  n.onprod'qcing-  bird-Sr.  v'epe  supplemented 
by  radio  broadcast  s - and  press  • re-leases . Ilprm'ally ,''-,'heavi-est. -cul-lin.g  occurs  in 
September  and  October-.'  It  was  estimated  conserv-atively  the-t  adyanci-n-g  'the 
date  would,  save  72,  0.00,. 000- aounds  .oi  feed.  , P-rograra  v\r-ell -received- by  producers 
and.  feed  industry..  - ■ j . . ,y  ; • --. 


Hom.e  de.mon  strati  on  clubs. -In  areas  near  Army  ca.-^ps,  home  demonstration  club 
membe.rs  act.  a.s  hostesses  for-  sol.diers,  .s-er-ve  • refre£hm.e-nts_^  in  IISO  recreation 
centers,  devel.or)-  routines  ■ -for  v;eek-end  enterta.inihg -of  .&ol,die.r&  in.  their  homes. 
Some  -counties  .arrange  f or , special  -vf-eek- end  activities,,  and- -ask,  commanding 
officers  of  adjacent  ca.i-D-s  to  Invite  -a  cer-tain  number  of  men.  . Frequently, 
they  -tell  boys  from -Poupty  who, -are  in  .neighboring,  cagips .abp.ut  -aarties  and  sug- 
gest: they -.-get --passes 'to  attendi-  -In  areas  ^near  hospitals -V'cmen  contribute  va- 
rious ;articles  ;for  comfort-.- of  •-convalesoe:nt. ■ pa.tie-nts ; ; 

Home  .improye'ment S-. —Re-seating. -used -.a.nd....di  soauded  -chairs  to  re st -ore  . them  to  serv- 
•ice  i;n  .farra  homes  he.s -bee-n  a.opula-r  .progra-m  - with  home  demonstration  club  vamen 


this  year.  Accordingly,  fev/  homes  do  not  have  exaranles  of  salvaged  furnish- 
ings. In  1 month,  24  counties' had  chair  clinics,  all-day  chair-seating  schools^ 
and  similar  meetings.  Eleven  such  demonstrations,  with  total  attendance  of  88 
women,',  were  given-  ’in  Van  Zandt  County.  Cnairs  that  might,  never  have  heen  used 
again  were  reclaimed.  Bedroom  im-orovement  demonstrator  rescued  chair  which 
had  sat  in  yard  until  coated  with  mildev/.  It  v;as  cleaned  and  stained  as  demon- 
stration at  cluh 'meeting. 

Negro  activities. -Tota.l  of  1,900  negro  laborers  placed  in  19  counties  to  assist 
in  harvesting  rice,  hay,  cotton,  peas,  and ■ in  planting  of  fall  vegetables. 
Enrollment  of  farm  labor  in  rural  communities  is  handled  by  Coionty  Agricultural 
Victory  Councils.  Cooperation  of  churches.  Boy  Scouts,  negro  cha.mbers  of  com- 
merce, and  civic  clubs  was  enlisted  in  recruiting  farm  labor  in  cities  and 
tovn.s.'  These  organizations  keen  in  touch  v;ith  farmers  v^ho  need  la.bor,  and 
with  la.borers  vrho  want  work.  To  simplify  farm  la.bor  problems  in  Fort  Bend, 
Cherokee,  and  G-uadalupe  Counties,  negro  county  agents  held  meetings  vuth  farm- 
ers and  discussed  benefits  of  practicing  good  neighbor  policy  of  exchanging 
labor.  Recent  check  shoves  uractice  is  being  follov'ed. 

Reports  from  scattered  counties  show  that  negro  families  haive  canned  8,509  con- 
tainers of  foodstuffs  under  supervision  of  negro  agents.  Fa.rm  families  who 
own  ureSsure  cookers  and  sea.lers  share  them  vuth  nonov/ners.  Six  method  demon- 
strations in  treating  and  storing  dried  peas  and  bea.ns  v;ere  held  in  recent 
'vreeks,  Negro  farmers  in  seven  counties  repaired  siruu  mills  and  are  making 
sorghum  sirup. 

Recent  check  showed  negro  farmers  in  Matagorda  County  ovn  50  regi-stered  sv>'ine 
breeding  stock  worth  S3, 500  and  43  registered  pigs,  ready  for  delivery,  esti- 
ma.ted  worth  $645.  .Majority  of  negro  farmers  in  county  are  talcing  .part  in' 
swine-improvement  program,  Sixty-tv^o  farmers  bought  30  tons  of  feed  i>fhea.t 
cobpefatively "at  saving  of  $450. 

In 'Harrison  County,  truck-garden  produce  has  been  moving  to  market  in  quantity. 
Neeman  Taylor  of  Hallsville  community  sold  $1,200  worth  of  melons  and  ca.nta- 
loups  in  field.  He  refused.  $700  for  7-^cre  pa.tch  of  melons  and  peddling  them 
at  good  prices.  Walter  Bonner  of  Sweet  Home  Community  reports  selling  $70 
■worth  of  truck  Weekly.  This  inc..me  replaces  some  of  money  formerly  obtained 
from  cotton  grovring.  . . • 

Mike  Coleman,  ex;perienced  Liberty  County  grower,  planted  25  acres  of  abandoned 
sandy  loa.m  soil  to  v/atermelons  and  sold  $653  worth  'to  truckers  before  shipping 
in  ca.rload  lots.  He  shipced  1,000  melons  averaging  30  pounds  to'  Orange  and 
received  3 cents  a -ooun.d.  As  side  enterprise  he  bought  25  hogs  and  feeds  them 
•on  waste  melons.  His  demonstra.tion  is  believed  to  '.foTecast  larger  production 
of  melons  in  county. 
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Virginia 

Se’otem'ber  1,  19^3  ■' 

Farm  1 alj or '♦ -Demands  for  la.lDor  .to  harvest  truck  in  eastern  Virginia  continuing. 
Three  camps  "being  set  up  in  northern  Virginia  for  apple  harvest.  Early  pota.- 
toes  harvested;  tomatoes  and. other  truck  crops  still  going  to  canneries;  silos 
"being  filled  a.ll  over  State.  To  date,  little  of  Virginia's  va.riety  of  crops 
lost  "because  of  lack  of  la"bor.  Recent  report  shows  monthly  placements  of  a.u- 
■oroximately  IS, 700  la.'borers,  pf  vrhich  12,400  v;ere  from  outside  State. 

More  than  1,000  Bahamians  helped  harvest,  truck  in  eastern  Virginia;  also' 125 
negro  Boy -Scouts  from  Richmond  and  ITorfolk,  A"bout  250  convicts  helping  through- 
out State.  Tovnspeoole  near  cities  ha.ve  spent  some  vaca.tion  time  helping  near- 
"by  farmers.  Approximately  1,300  "boys  under  18  have  Been  placed  in  many  sec- 
tions." Some  2,000  service  men  have  volunteered  to  . spend  leave  v^orking  on 
fa.rms  near  military  ca.mps. 

Peak  fall  la"bor  loads  will  come  v.^ith  harvest  of  6,200,000  "bushels  of  apples, 
170,000  acres  of  pea.nuts,  and  large  acreage  of  truck  crops.  Peanut  section 
farmers  and  county  agents  organizing  to  recruit  local  help.  Orchardists  a.nd 
truckers  have  placed  orders  for  2,000  la'borers, 

Tim"berville  camp  in  Rockingham  County  nov^  has  3OO  workers,  a.'bout  half  local 
people  and  half  vacationists  from  Washington,  D.C.  ilum"ber  at  this  camp  expected 
to  "be  60O  to  700  for  apple  harvest.  Camp  at  Winchester  pla.nned  for  400  to  5OO 
workers,  including  Baha.mians,  local,  and  interstate  la"bor;  camp  in  Clark  County 
for  150  to  200,  a"bout  ha.lf  out-of-school  youth  a.nd  half  vacationists  from 
Washington . 

Food  conservation  a.nd  storage . -G-roup  of  extension  specialists  "neld  18  regiona.l 
training  schools  for  200  county  extension  workers  on  food  storage.  Training 
groups  visited  farms  that  had  good  storage;  then  farms  needing  storage  facili- 
ties, ’'^here  various  methods  were  demonstrated.  County ■ v.-orkers  v.ull  follow  up 
with  community  storage  meetings. 

All  home  econom.ists  in  Frederick  County  cooperating  in  monthly,  news  letter  on 
food  conservation  sent  to  all  neigh"borhood  and  "block  leaders.-  Similar  group, 
with  aid  of  home  economics  department  of  Madison  College,,  is  conducting  series 
of  radio  programs  for  mid-Valley  listeners. 

edi"ble 

Mecklen"burg  County  home  demonstration  slu'd  women  are  en Joying/ soy"beans . Their 
experiment  started  vrith  distri"bution  of  seed  among  mem"b-ers  selected  as  demon- 
strators last  spring.  Demonstrators  agreed  to  show  others  how  to  use  soy"beans 
and  to  save  seed  for  others  to  plant  next  year..  Reports  tell  of  good  yields, 
interesting  demonstrations  at  many'  clu"bs,  general  liking  for  so.y"bea.ns,  and 
realization  of  their  food  va.lue. 

Feed  shortage. -Meetings  held  in  every  county  V-^here  professional  workers  and 
farmers  discussed  feed  situa.tion  and  ways  of  helping  to  overcome  shortage.  All 
agencies  working  vuth  agriculture  Joined  in  program  with  groups  of  three  State 
or  district  v^orkers  visiting  each  county.  Many  counties  followed  up  with  com- 
munity meetings.  Pu"blicity  program  placed  empha^sis  on  greater  production  of 
pasture,  hay,  a.nd  grain,  Special  plans  worked  out  among  State  agencies  with 
Federal  representatives  to  ship  in  feeds  to  hard-hit  drought  area. 
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Milk  production. -In  addition  to  general  mrogra-m  on  feed  crisis,  dairy  s'oecial- 
ists  held  9 special  meetings  on  dairy  feed  problems  (approximate  attendance, 
4S5).  Efforts  aimed  at  keeping  dairy  herds  intact  and  milk  production  up. 
Combination  of  saving  and  producing  feed  plus  imports  to  drought  areas  are 
reducing  effects  of  feed  shortage  on  milk  production,  though  some  decrease  is 
unavoidable.  Culling  has  been  necessarily  heavy  in  some  sections.  Calves 
and  heifers  also  being  shipped  from  better  herds  in  drought  area.s  to  pasture 
in  nondrought  counties  to  be  held  as  herd  replacements. 

Six  counties  participated  in  milking  contest.  Other  counties  to  take  part, 
with  regional  contest  as  wind-up.  Expect  500  hand  milkers  of  fair  to  good 
ability  a,s  total  result.  Will  help  relieve  labor  shortage  and  maintain  outuut. 

Wood-lands, -Eorestry  v/ork  centered  on  checking  lag  in  production  and  nreparatory 
work  on  fire  and  safety  campaigns  for  fall.  Because  of  other  farm  work,  most 
wood  curtting  in  Virginia  is  off-season  job,  but  seasonal  lag  is  disturbing  var 
effort.  Emphasis  in  August  on  peeled  pulpwood  and  fuel  wood  for  this  vrinter. 
Because  of  drought,  added  to  labor  problems,  many  oart-tim.e  operators  not 
planning  to  operate  mills.  Full-time  operators  doing  good  job  in  getting  out 
white  oak  ship  timbers  and  poplar  veneer  logs. 

Ram  and  hog  sales. -At  one  sale  5^  registered  lambs  averaged  544.26.  Two  uure- 
bred-hog  sales  in  leading  hog  sections  sold  65  boars,  23  head  at  one  sale 
averaging  $4o.l9  and  42  at  other  averaging  $4S.54.  These  better  sires  will 
aid  in  more  economical  livestock  and  meat  program. 

Poultry . -Culling,  feeding,  and  management  v^ere  demonstrated  to  SIS  people  at 
b3  meetings  in  August.  Twenty  other  poultry  meetings  '"'ere  held  and  J>2  counties 
and  119  farms  visited.  General  publicity  has  stressed  rigid  culling  and 
economies  in  feeding. 

Blood  donors. -Orange  County  home  demonstration  clubs  contributed  to  success  of 
visit  of  Red  Cross  mobile  blood-donor  unit;  aided  in  publicity  aud  recruited 
volunteers.  Many  clubwomen  v/ere  donors  themselves.  The  1-day  visit  netted 
160  pints  of  blood.  Clubs  will  assist  again  when  unit  makes  another  visit 
in  September. 
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